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Focus of doctoral project
Lists in German historical 
newspapers, namely those      
that were published …

 periodically, i.e. in a 
certain rhythm

 as stand-alone texts, i.e. 
not mere part of news, 
advertisements, …

Research Gap: previous focus 
on news, advertisements, … 



Focus of doctoral project
First empirical investigation of periodically published lists 
in German newspapers from 1600–1850 → three project 
pillars:

Case Study
on automatic 

information extraction

Analysis 
of textual patterns

Identification 
of lists & list types
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Identification of periodical lists

Selection criteria for 
newspapers searched: 

 German language
 1600–1850
 (at least) image digitisation
 (at least) three issues 

available online

explorative search (not exhaustive)

Detail: Selfportrait with the “Wienerisches 
Diarium” – Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest



Selection of 15 existing newspaper corpora and collections:

Newspaper collections as datasets



Challenge: Heterogeneity
Heterogeneity within and between 
newspaper collections/corpora, 
e.g. different …

 level of digitisation (image,     
OCR full text, annotations, …)

 available metadata
 newspaper concept (newspaper 

titles vs. newspaper companies)



Challenge: Heterogeneity

Heterogeneity within and between 
periodical lists, e.g. different …

 content / topic
 typographical form
 rhythm of publication



Mixed method approach
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Reading

Full text search 
& word/phrase 
reuse detection

Reuse of existing 
annotations

Layout 
recognition



Mixed method approach

Looking 
for lists

<> open-ended ‚list 
of list series‘ 
(including e.g., 
time span and 
location)

Work in 
progress



Identification of lists: work in progress

~ 500 newspaper titles inspected so far



 1157 periodical lists (=list series) found (so far) – high absolute 
frequency 

 200 of 374 searched newspaper titles from Deutsches 
Zeitungsportal (= 53,5 %) published at least one list 
periodically – high relative frequency

 (not necessarily exhaustive – potentially even more cases)

Interim conclusion: What‘s in the news? Lots of lists!

Preliminary results: Frequency Work in 
progress
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Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Three most frequent types: 
death lists, birth/baptism 
lists, and marriage lists –
commonly published 
together under an 
overarching title, e.g.:

Stuttgarter Stadt=Post, 11.02.1832: 4

Work in 
progress



Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Price lists, e.g. for groceries:

Ordinary wöchentliches Hochfürstl. 
Baaden-Durlachisch-gnädigst-privilegirtes 
Avis- und Kundschafts-Blätlein, 29. 
Oktober 1749: 7

Work in 
progress



Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Arrival lists, i.e. lists of 
persons or means of 
transportation which 
arrived at a certain place

Wöchentlicher Anzeiger, 04.05.1844: 8

Work in 
progress



Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Theatre lists or theatre 
programmes, i.e. lists of 
productions currently being 
staged 

Allgemeine Preußische Staats=Zeitung, 
22.12.1828: 8

Work in 
progress



Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Quotes (eg., currency 
exchange, stock prices)

Departure lists – opposite 
of arrival lists

Sermon or preacher lists, 
i.e. church programmes 
with respective preacher 
per sermon/event

… & many other less 
common types of periodical 
lists (e.g. list of bakers 
allowed to bake white bread)

Work in 
progress



Lists as news: What types of lists were 
considered worthy of serial publication? 

Lists of content as a sort of 
‚meta-list‘: provide 
overview of newspaper 
contents and can contain 
titles of other lists

Work in 
progress

Aachener Zeitung, 30.10.1849: 1 



Taking a closer look at lists of content …

Aachener Zeitung, 30.10.1849: 1 / 
Dresdner Journal, 22.09.1848: 1 / 

Kölnische Zeitung, 24.07.1843: 1 / 
Voigtländische Blätter, 25.11.1848: 1 / St. 

Petersburgische Zeitung, 16.01.1829: 1 

Neumann (2021: 188): mental orientation (overview of content) 
vs. physical orientation (quickly locating specific sections)

common characteristic in inspected historical newspapers 
(34 of 35 cases): readers are not provided with page 
numbers – focus on mental orientation

Work in 
progress



Taking a closer look at lists of content …
Work in 

progress

 500 newspapers from 1600–
1850 inspected so far

 lists of contents seem to 
first emerge in newspapers 
in the early 19th century 
(earliest finding from 1800)



Taking a closer look at lists of content …
Work in 

progress

 500 newspapers from 1600–
1850 inspected so far

 lists of contents seem to 
first emerge in newspapers 
in the early 19th century 
(earliest finding from 1800)

 latest finding (1850) as only 
list of content providing 
readers with physical 
orientation (Die Biene –
supplement of Badische 
Landeszeitung) 

lists of content in newspapers as 
emerging phenomenon of 19th century



Work in 
progress

... versus death lists:

Longer (and stronger) tradition 
in early modern newspapers:

 significantly more findings 
in the same set of news-
papers: 195 cases

 first example from 1703 
(Wiennerisches Diarium)

 multiple attested cases before 
1800

+ further hints at establishment

First (found) list 
of contents 



Newspaper section: birth & death lists

 141 death lists (72,3 %) occur 
in a joint newspaper section 
together with birth/baptism 
lists 

 frequently in combination with 
further lists, e.g. marriage lists, 
proposal lists, sermon lists

 recurrent naming traditions

Work in 
progress



Newspaper section: birth & death lists

20

23

31

66

0 20 40 60

Other

Church news

Extracts from church books

"Civilstand"

Three main naming traditions observable:

Other section title

Work in 
progress



QGIS / 
OpenStreetMap / 
Germany State 
Boundaries, 1820, 
German Historical 
GIS, Harvard 
Geospatial Library

Work in 
progress



Lists in research: subject and source

Lists als research subject: 
investigating lists to 

learn about lists

Why list periodical lists?



Excursion to third pillar of doctoral project: 
Proof-of-concept of (semi-)automatical workflow 
for information extraction from (arrival) lists

Lists as research source: 
investigating lists to 
learn from lists

Lists in research: subject and source

Lists als research subject: 
investigating lists to 

learn about lists

Why list periodical lists?



Wienerisches Diarium, 09.02.1724: 8

Arrival lists of the 
Wien[n]erisches Diarium 
(1703–1725)

Document arrivals of upper 
class persons in Vienna,   
e.g., including their 
accomodations and places 
of departure

Case study: Visiting Vienna
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Case study: Visiting Vienna

Step 1 Step 3

Step 2 Step 4

Full-text Creation

Named Entity 
Recognition

Mapping

Publication and 
Archiving



Case study: Visiting Vienna

 Data set of over 
39.500 named 
entities from 1.447 
arrival lists

 Geocoded city 
gates, places of 
departure and 
accommodations





1703 1710

1716 1725

Case study: Visiting Vienna

one inn as a continous ‚hotspot‘: listed as lodging for 
over 900 persons (> 10 %) in all analysed lists



 Twofold benefits of tracing and 
analysing periodically published 
lists: research subject & source

 Empirically based knowledge 
about so far overlooked 
newspaper text types and 
sections

 Uncovering new sources for 
historical research in existing 
newspaper portals and 
collections (relevant to a 
multitude of disciplines)

Lists as research source: 
investigating lists to 
learn from lists

Love for lists – potentials for research

Lists als research subject: 
investigating lists to 

learn about lists



Many thanks for your attention!
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Interdisciplinary 
Conference „Newspapers, 
Magazines & AI Models: 
Training and (Re-)Use in 
the Digital Humanities“ 
(May 7–8, 2025, Vienna)

Call for Abstracts: 

Deadline: January 15, 2025


