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A gossip magazine
„The Austrian version of Bridgerton“
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A Social Network?

• Published 1870-1938 

• (Bi)Weekly illustrated  
salon magazine 

• Known for: 

- Gossip 

- Music reviews (Hugo Wolf!) 

- Portrait photographs 

- Ball coverage

📰 🕺
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Karl Kraus and the Salonblatt
a love & hate relationship
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„Revue der Ankömmlinge und Emporkömmlinge“

„…in den Closets der vornehmsten aristokratischen 
Häuser aufliegende Zeitschrift…“

„…den Angelegenheiten der Aristokratie und des 
Balletts dienende[s] Schmutzblättchen“
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Research Goals
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Qualitative Content Analysis

• How was the transformation of the Habsburg 
nobility reflected by the messages posted in 
the Wiener Salonblatt? 

• How did the self-presentation develop over 
the years? 

• Which (spatio-temporal) trends can be 
extracted from the messages?
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Historical Network Analysis

• Who were the most important/
prominent protagonists? 

• How were the protagonists connected? 

• Is the separation of high aristocracy 
and low nobility replicable in this 
network? 

• Which cliques existed within the 
Habsburg nobility?
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Goal

• Factoid-based digital prosopography 
with an interactive web interface 
 

• Linked database with persons, 
locations, organizations etc. 
 

• Interactive map & timeline

🏁
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The Salonblatt as a dataset
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2.731 Issues 
48.430 Pages 

~250.000 Factoids
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Data Processing Pipeline
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Autom. transcription 
(Transkribus)

Autom. annotation & 
data extraction

Database with 
people, locations, 

activities etc.
Data analysisHistorical 

Interpretation

Training of layout models

Layout detection

Transcription

Factoid databaseManual pre-analysis

Error Correction

Normalization

Training of NLP models

Named entity recognition

Frequencies, histograms

Geo-spatial data

Trends & developments

Connection with literature

Conversion for database use

Conversion for database use

Identification of ad pages

Layout evolution

Identification of irregularities Topic modelling

Normalization

Error correction, disambiguation
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Transkribus Layout Model
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Factoid Database
Factoids
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Findings
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(so far)
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Evaluation of Ads
Average ratio of ads/content per year

16

0 %

10 %

20 %

30 %

40 %

50 %

60 %

70 %

80 %

90 %

100 %

18
70

18
71

18
72

18
73

18
74

18
75

18
76

18
77

18
78

18
79

18
80

18
81

18
82

18
83

18
84

18
85

18
86

18
87

18
88

18
89

18
90

18
91

18
92

18
93

18
94

18
95

18
96

18
97

18
98

18
99

19
00

19
01

19
02

19
03

19
04

19
05

19
06

19
07

19
08

19
09

19
10

19
11

19
12

19
13

19
14

19
15

19
16

19
17

19
18

19
19

19
20

19
21

19
22

19
23

19
24

19
25

19
26

19
27

19
28

19
29

19
30

19
31

19
32

19
33

19
34

19
35

19
36

19
37

19
38

Ad pages at the end
Ads on content pages
Full page ads
Content

~9,000 ad pages



ÖNB Labs Symposium 2024 | Christian Lendl

The Aristocratic Calendar

• Many aristocrats followed the same yearly schedule: 

• When the aristocrats were in Vienna, the amount of ads in the Salonblatt 
was significantly higher 

• No such pattern for other (non-aristocratic) magazines

💃  🧳  🐎  ⛱  🐗  ☃
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

ball season derby 
season winter seasonsummer season hunting seasontravelling season

Vienna Vienna Viennae.g. Estates in Bohemia e.g. SalzkammergutEurope
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Topics
Snapshot from 1913
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Titles of Nobility
after the law of abolishment of the nobility in 1919
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Questions? Ask!
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All rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution, resale, or copying of this material is unlawful.  
No portion of this presentation may be copied or used without written permission. 

© Christian Lendl
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