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Opening up Collections as Data:  
the International GLAM Labs Experience 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io
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https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
data-kbr-be/
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Collections as Data: “Always Already 
Computational” - Final Report 

Padilla, Thomas, Allen, Laurie, Frost, Hannah, Potvin, Sarah, Russey Roke, 

Elizabeth, & Varner, Stewart. (2019, May 22). Final Report --- Always Already 

Computational: Collections as Data (Version 1). Zenodo. 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935

Always Already Computational: Collections as Data final report and project 

deliverables: https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/ 

http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3152935
https://osf.io/mx6uk/wiki/home/


Collections as Data: Part to Whole 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io/part2whole/

Wittmann, R., Neatrour, A., Cummings, R., & Myntti, 

J. (2019). From Digital Library to Open Datasets. 

Information Technology and Libraries, 38 (4), 49-61. 

https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v38i4.11101

https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v38i4.11101


Newspapers as Data  

https://data.bnl.lu/data/historical-newspapers/

https://data.bnl.lu/data/historical-newspapers/


National Library of Scotland: Data Foundry  

https://data.nls.uk

Ames, S., & Lewis, S. (2020). Disrupting the library: 

Digital scholarship and Big Data at the National 

Library of Scotland. Big Data & Society. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/2053951720970576

https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-
open-data-publication-plan.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1177/2053951720970576
https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-open-data-publication-plan.pdf
https://data.nls.uk/download/national-library-of-scotland-open-data-publication-plan.pdf


Digital Library of the Caribbean as Data   

https://dataverse.fiu.edu/dataverse/dloc-as-data



https://glamlabs.io/member-map/

   293 people, 83 institutions in 30 countries 

https://glamlabs.io/member-map/


Building Library Labs: 1st Event, September 2018

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2018/09/building-library-labs-around-the-world.html

Programme: https://goo.gl/X3XpSY



Building Library Labs: 2nd Event, March 2019

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2019/02/the-world-wide-lab-building-library-labs-part-ii.html

Programme: https://goo.gl/JujjQ5 



https://glamlabs.io/books/

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2019/07/invitation-to-join-digital-cultural-heritag
e-innovation-labs-book-sprint-doha-qatar-23-27-september-.html



Махей, Махендра и др. (2019): „Откройте GLAM-
лабораторию“, Лаборатории инноваций в сфере 
цифрового культурного наследия / Пер. сангл. Пастухова 
А. Н. Доха, Катар: BookSprints 2019 
http://hdl.handle.net/10576/17196.

https://qspace.qu.edu.qa/handle/10576/13484

https://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/
10045/110281

http://hdl.handle.net/10576/17196


Cultural Heritage Data and Notebooks   

http://data.cervantesvirtual.com/blog/notebooks/ 

http://data.cervantesvirtual.com/blog/notebooks/


 DATA-KBR-BE

Facilitating data-level access to KBR’s 
digitised and born-digital collections 
for digital humanities research

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


Digitised Historical Newspapers as Data 

https://collectionsasdata.github.io

Providing data-level access to the underlying files of digitised 

and born-digital cultural heritage resources to facilitate data 

analysis by means of tools and methods developed in the field 

of digital humanities

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/

https://collectionsasdata.github.io
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/


Digitised Historical Newspapers as Data 

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
digital-research-lab/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/
data-kbr-be/

https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/digital-research-lab/
https://www.kbr.be/en/projects/data-kbr-be/
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Candela, G., Sáez, M. D., Escobar Esteban, Mp., & Marco-Such, M. (2020). Reusing digital 
collections from GLAM institutions. Journal of Information Science: 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246  & http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460

Collections as Data Methodology  

https://doi.org/10.1177/0165551520950246
http://rua.ua.es/dspace/handle/10045/109460


Collections or Corpora?  



Collections as Data @ KBR   



Interdisciplinary Research Scenarios 



Vooruit: socialistisch dagblad

From collections to corpora 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium

Which newspapers are digitised? 

Importance of historical context 

https://opac.kbr.be/LIBRARY/doc/SYRACUSE/15981364
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_strikes_in_Belgium


Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck & Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

Interdisciplinary collaboration with data scientists  



NewspAIper Demonstrator  

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/

Dilawar Ali, Kenzo Milleville, Alec Van de Broeck & Steven Verstockt, IDLab, UGent

https://tw06v072.ugent.be/kbr/


Methods for Data Sharing   



Methods for Data Sharing   

https://pro.europeana.eu/page/harvesting-and-downloads#downloads 



Methods for Data Sharing   

https://pure.kb.dk/ws/portalfiles/portal/20849972/20201105_Laursen_Developing_legal_ag

reements_for_research_acces_to_a_web_archive.pdf  

https://pure.kb.dk/ws/portalfiles/portal/20849972/20201105_Laursen_Developing_legal_agreements_for_research_acces_to_a_web_archive.pdf
https://pure.kb.dk/ws/portalfiles/portal/20849972/20201105_Laursen_Developing_legal_agreements_for_research_acces_to_a_web_archive.pdf


With thanks to: Dr. Erzsébet Tóth-Czifra, DARIAH-EU

Cultural Heritage Institutions Digital Humanities Labs Researcher Communities Research Infrastructures, Publishers 



Openness or transparency?

Source does neither 
name author nor give 
copyright information or 
contact for publication 
permission. 
The website does not 
give terms and condition 
for the use of images. 

• The problem was not openness but the lack of transparency. 

• Re-usability = sustainability. The longevity of CHI data is defined by its presence in scientific, cultural and social discourses. 

• How to avoid such cases? 

Had to be 
left out from 
the 
publication. 

(source)

(source)

[    ][ ]

With thanks to: 
Dr. Erzsébet Tóth-Czifra, DARIAH-EU

Tasovac, T., Chambers, S., Tóth-Czifra, E. (2020). 
Cultural Heritage Data from a Humanities 
Research Perspective: A DARIAH Position Paper 
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02961317

https://www.swarthmore.edu/library/peace/DG026-050/dg043wilpf/index.htm
https://wwionline.org/articles/women-peace-activists-during-world-war-i/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-02961317


https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-pro
poses-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage

Europeana 2021 
 

A European data space for cultural heritage   

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-proposes-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-proposes-common-european-data-space-cultural-heritage


Could we experiment with “Virtual Labs” and “Virtual Reading 

Rooms” to provide secure (remote) access (e.g. via EduGain) to 

in-copyright materials via Cultural Heritage Data Labs?

https://www.geant.org/Services/Trust_identity_and_security/Pages/eduGAIN.aspx


International Collections as Data Summit: 23-25 May 
2022  

https://twitter.com/thomasgpadilla/status/1458438579084873729?s=20

https://twitter.com/thomasgpadilla/status/1458438579084873729?s=20


https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=GLAMLABS 

https://twitter.com/GLAM_labs 

https://glamlabs.io/slack-channel-signup/ 

Please join us!     

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=GLAMLABS
https://glamlabs.io/slack-channel-signup/


https://tinyurl.com/GLAMLabs2022    

Doodle poll: 

12 January 2022 @ 10:30 / 17:30 

26 January 2022 @ 10:30 / 17:30    

All welcome!     

https://tinyurl.com/GLAMLabs2022
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Thanks for listening! 
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