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ONB Labs so far: 2017-2021
Part of the Austrian National Library's Digital Humanities Strategy/
Goal to develop and release a prototype of a virtual Library Lab as a datahub and platform for 
Digital Humanities research and creative engagement with Austrian National Library's digital 
resources/

ONB Labs from now on: 2022-2026
Ongoing process of strategic planning in alignment with the Austrian National Library's Vision 
2035/
Aim: ONB Library Labs as core infrastructure for expanded data driven services
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Provide access to data

▪ Metadata

▪ Fulltext

▪ Images

▪ Research data

▪ LOD
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Use open standards and protocols

▪ IIIF

▪ OAI-PMH, SRU

▪ SPARQL

▪ ALTO-XML
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Interaction with users
▪ ONB Labs challenge

▪ Bring your project

▪ Web residency

▪ Symposium, talks etc.

▪ GitLab

▪ Project proposals
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Participation in the community

• Booksprint

• Conferences

• Meetings with GLAM institutions



Problems

▪ Heterogenous data (incl. metadata, data storage, rights etc.)

▪ Unknown or restrictive rights

▪ Covid pandemic

▪ Technical limitations

▪ Changing staff
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ONB Library Labs: a hub for openness in the "Vision 2035"

▪ Commitment to embrace Open Science principles 
(Open access, Open source, Open data, Open methods)

▪ Commitment to transparency (What? Why? How?)

▪ Commitment to outreach

▪ Commitment to agile mindset
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Labs as core infrastructure

▪ Foster open data policy in institution

▪ Make things broadly available

▪ Improve tools and data
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Focus on users

▪ Understand more about target users

▪ Improve access for non-technical users

▪ Improve User Experience
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Design thinking and experimentation

▪ Interviews

▪ Design Sprint

▪ Mini-User-Testing

▪ Scale up for services inside and outside the Library
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